Bob Jones Museum Offers
An Impressive Collection
Of Religious Art

You might be surprised to learn that
one of the most important collections of reli-
gious art in America is housed at The Bob
Jones University Museum & Gallery in
Greenville.

Bob Jones, Jr., the second president of
Bob Jones University, a Christian college and
seminary, began collecting paintings for an art
gallery in 1948, with a focus on Western reli-
gious art. The original collection, first dis-
played in 1951, included 25 paintings by such
artists as Botticelli and Tintoretto. Expanding
to include the James Cole Collection of Eccle-
siastical Textiles and Vestments, the collection
received national attention when some of its
paintings appeared in an NBC TV broadcast
and as various exhibitions in the U.S. and
abroad borrowed from its collection.

Today, the museum displays Italian,
Spanish, French, English, Flemish, Dutch, and
German sacred art from the 14th through the
19th centuries in over 25 galleries. In addition
to paintings by major artists such as Rubens,
van Dyck, and Ribera, the exhibitions feature
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period fur-
niture,
sculpture,
tapestries,
and porce-
lains.

One
of the high- #¥
lights is The ©
Old Masters
Collection:
paintings of
European
sacred art
from the
14th
through the
19th centu-
ries that
trace the
religious,
artistic, and
cultural his-
tory of
Western Europe. One of the pieces is Peter Paul
Rubens’ Christ on the Cross, which is notable
for the suggestion of victory in death through the
upraised arms, the nails through the wrists, and
the trembling body. Another piece is Gerrit Van
Honthorst’s The Holy Family in the Carpenter
Shop, which shows a hard-working Holy Family
with barely visible halos. Another is Sandro Bot-
ticelli’s Madonna and Child with an Angel,
which shows the praise and respect shown to-
ward Jesus and reveals how the more naturalistic
depictions of figures during the Renaissance en-
abled greater emotion. Yet another is Anthony
van Dyck’s Mother of Sorrows, a life-size image
of Mary reaching out in despair.

Other highlights of the museum include
The Bowen Collection of Antiquities, which in-
cludes over 1000 artifacts from ancient Babylon,
Egypt, Palestine, and Rome for the purpose of
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bringing to life Biblical times and places, and the
Russian icons collection, which includes works
from the 14™ through the 20™ centuries. These
Russian and Greek paintings display traditional
images of Christ, Mary, and St. Nicolas, as well
as depictions of the 13 great feasts of the Ortho-
dox Church, scenes from the life of Christ, and
scenes from various saints' legends.

Another collection is Benjamin West’s
The Progress of Revealed Religion. In the 18™
century, many English Protestants viewed reli-
gious art as an extension of Roman Catholic
worship and therefore largely excluded it from
churches as part of their reformation efforts. Re-
belling against that trend, King George III de-
cided to build a private chapel at Windsor and to
commission his court painter, Benjamin West, to
create a series of painting to illustrate “the his-
tory of revealed religion.” Though the series was
never completed and the chapel was never com-
pleted due to the king’s illness, West completed

Classified Ads

PET SITTING: Let HMJ Pet Guardians help you take
care of your small animals, cats and dogs. Do you need
someone to watch your animals or walk your dogs while
you are on vacation or away on business? For a nominal
fee we will give your animals a whole lot of love and
care! Contact Hartley Grant at 864-225-1562 to arrange
for pet sitting today.

FREE CATS: Free to a good home: 2 inside cats, one
male and one female, neutered/spayed, long hair. For
more information, call Connie Mackay at 864-225-3182.

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS: If you are a parishioner
wanting to advertise services you need or can offer, yard
sales, or items you’d like to give away or sell, send your
ad to evelyn.r.beck@gmail.com or call 864-221-3814.
Ads will run for three consecutive weeks and can be re-
submitted after six months.

18 large
paintings
for the
chapel,
seven of
which are
housed on
the Bob
Jones
University
campus.

The
museum,
which at-
tracts over
20,000
visitors
per year,
is located
on the university’s campus at 1700 Wade Hamp-
ton Boulevard in Greenville. It is open on Tues-
day through Sunday from 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
except for holidays and special events. Admis-
sion is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors (age 60 and
over), and $3 for students with a school ID card.
Children 12 and under are admitted free. Audio
guides can be rented for an additional $5 fee
while scavenger hunts for children are available
at no charge. Guided tours are available by reser-
vation for groups of 10 or more. For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.bjumg.org/.
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“Subscribe to The Carpenter” to
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