Parish Office Communication

December 14, 2020

Good Monday Morning!
We would like to thank everyone who attended the concert, especially the wonderful
musicians and our Music Director last night - Chris Cole. Great swan song Chris!
1. Today's Readings: bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121420.cfm
2. The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus: Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest and
Doctor of the Church
"They who are bent on sensible sweetness, labor also under another very great
imperfection: excessive weakness and remissness on the rugged road of the cross; for
the soul that is given to sweetness naturally sets its face against all the pain of selfdenial. They labor under many other imperfections, which have their origin here, of
which our Lord will heal them in due time, through temptations, aridities and trials,
elements of the dark night." — St. John of the Cross
St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of Avila worked to reform the Carmelite order out
of the laxity that had become common back to the original strict observance.
If you've ever heard of "the dark night of the soul", this term was made famous by
today's saint. Although ordinary sufferings (eg. illness, depression, failures, etc.) can
purify us when we accept them with love, they are fundamentally different and distinct
from the "dark nights". St. John is known as a mystic and patron saint of mystics. St.
John of the Cross, pray for us!
3. Advent Calendar Quote of the Day: Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight his
path. Isaiah 40:3
4. Quotes from St. John of the Cross
a. Whenever anything disagreeable or displeasing happens to you, remember Christ
crucified and be silent.
b. If you purify your soul of attachment to and desire for things, you will understand
them spiritually. If you deny your appetite for them, you will enjoy their truth,
understanding what is certain in them.
c. It is great wisdom to know how to be silent and to look at neither the remarks, nor the
deeds, nor the lives of others.
d. Wait upon God with loving and pure attentiveness, working no violence on yourself
lest you disturb the soul's peace and tranquility. God will feed your soul with heavenly
food since you put no obstacle in His way. The soul in this state must remember that if it
is not conscious of making progress, it is making much more than when it was walking
on foot, because God Himself is bearing it in His arms. Although outwardly it is doing
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nothing, it is in reality doing more than if it were working, since God is doing the work
within it. And it is not remarkable that the soul does not see this, for our senses cannot
perceive what God does in the soul. . . if the soul stays in God's care it will certainly
make progress.
e. God desires the smallest degree of purity of conscience in you more than all the
works you can perform.

Rainy Monday - may be better in the afternoon. Grab your umbrella!
-Linda McCormick
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School
1200 Cornelia Road
Anderson, SC 29621
Phone: (864) 225-5341, ext. 102
Fax:
(864) 225-6432
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