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December 29, 2020

Good Morning All,

1. Today's Readings: The Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas | USCCB

2. The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus: Wi t hin t hree years of his d
the archbishop Thomas Becket, had been canonized as a martyr. Though far from a

faultless character, Thomas Becket, when his time of testing came, had the courage to

lay down his life to defend the ancient rights of the Church against an aggressive state.

The discovery of his hair shirt and other evidence of austerity, and the many miracles

which were reported at his tomb, increased the veneration in which he was held. The

shrine of the "holy blessed martyr," as Chaucer called him, soon became famous, and

the old Roman road running from London to Canterbury known as "Pilgrim's Way."
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There is a new biography regarding St. Thomas Becket which dispels some myths that
you may have. An article is attached related to the new book.

Have a blessed day!

Linda McCormick

St. Joseph Catholic Church & School
1200 Cornelia Road

Anderson, SC 29621

Phone: (864) 225-5341, ext. 102
Fax:  (864) 225-6432
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122920.cfm
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A strong man who wavered for a moment, but then learned one cannot come to
terms with evil, and so became a strong churchman, a martyr, and a saint—that
was Thomas Becket, archbishop of Canterbury, murdered in his cathedral on
December 29, 1170.

His career had been a stormy one. While archdeacon of Canterbury, he was made
chancellor of England at the age of 36 by his friend King Henry Il. When Henry felt
it advantageous to make his chancellor the archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas gave
him fair warning: he might not accept all of Henry’s intrusions into Church affairs.
Nevertheless, in 1162 he was made archbishop, resigned his chancellorship, and
reformed his whole way of life!

Troubles began. Henry insisted upon usurping Church rights. At one time,
supposing some conciliatory action possible, Thomas came close to compromise.
He momentarily approved the Constitutions of Clarendon, which would have
denied the clergy the right of trial by a Church court and prevented them from
making direct appeal to Rome. But Thomas rejected the Constitutions, fled to
France for safety, and remained in exile for seven years. When he returned to
England he suspected it would mean certain death. Because Thomas refused to
remit censures he had placed upon bishops favored by the king, Henry cried out in
a rage, “Will no one rid me of this troublesome priest!” Four knights, taking his
words as his wish, slew Thomas in the Canterbury cathedral.

Source: fransicanmedia.org
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New biography of St. Thomas Becket

dispels myths with serious scholarship

A review of Fr, John Hogan's Thomas Becket: Defender of the Church, published by Our Sunday
Visitor,

November 27, 2020 James Baresel The Dispatch SPrint

Perhaps the second best-known martyrdom in the history of the Anglophone world
is St. Thomas Becket, killed in Canterbury Cathedral during Vespers at the hands of
four knights motivated by King Henry Il of England’s ranting that the archbishop
was a traitor whom he wished to be rid of. That Becket and the king had once been
close friends, that Henry wished for one of his allies to become primate of England
and that the future martyr’s elevation to that position was followed by his
transition to a holier mode of life and by a staunch defense of the Church against
royal power are also matters of common knowledge.

Those who have done even cursory research into the topic will be aware that
popular perceptions of it include a high proportion of myth, much of itderived from
the Jean Anouilh play that bears the martyr’s name and served as the script for the
movie starring Richard Burton and Peter O’Toole. But those reading Father John
Hogan’s Thomas Becket: Defender of the Churchwill, unless they have already
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