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October 23, 2020

Blessed Friday,
FORE! Please say a prayer today for all our golfers! Today is the school fundraiser at

Cobb's Glen. We have once again had wonderful support with golfing teams and our
Hole Sponsorships have been terrific. Thank you for supporting the children of St.

i >
Joseph's. £

1. Today's Readings: https://bible.uscch.org/bible/readings/102320.cfm

2. The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus: On Oct. 23, the Catholic Church celebrates the
life of Saint John of Capistrano, a Franciscan priest whose life included a political
career, extensive missionary journeys, efforts to reunite separated Eastern Christians
with Rome and a historically important turn at military leadership.

3. Quote of the Day: Those who are called to the table of the Lord must glow with the
brightness that comes from the good example of a praiseworthy and blameless

life. They must learn from the eminent teacher, Jesus Christ. “You are the light of the

world.” Now a light does not illumine itself but instead it diffuses its rays and shines all
around upon everything that comes into its view. St. John Capistrano

Have a great day and remember to let your light shine for others to see!

Linda McCormick

St. Joseph Catholic Church & School
1200 Cornelia Road

Anderson, SC 29621

Phone: (864) 225-5341, ext. 102
Fax:  (864) 225-6432
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Image: Saint John Capistrano | Stained glass window in the Franciscan Monastery in Washington,
DC. | photo by Lawrence OP

St. John Capistrano October 23

It has been said the Christian saints are the world’s greatest optimists. Not blind to
the existence and consequences of evil, they base their confidence on the power
of Christ’s redemption. The power of conversion through Christ extends not only
to sinful people but also to calamitous events.

Imagine being born in the 14th century. One-third of the population and nearly 40
percent of the clergy were wiped out by the bubonic plague. The Western Schism
split the Church with two or three claimants to the Holy See at one time. England
and France were at war. The city-states of Italy were constantly in conflict. No
wonder that gloom dominated the spirit of the culture and the times.

John Capistrano was born in 1386. His education was thorough. His talents and
success were great. When he was 26 he was made governor of Perugia. Imprisoned
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after a battle against the Malatestas, he resolved to change his way of life
completely. At the age of 30 he entered the Franciscan novitiate and was ordained
a priest four years later.

John’s preaching attracted great throngs at a time of religious apathy and
confusion. He and 12 Franciscan brethren were received in the countries of central
Europe as angels of God. They were instrumental in reviving a dying faith and
devotion.

The Franciscan Order itself was in turmoil over the interpretation and observance
of the Rule of St. Francis. Through John’s tireless efforts and his expertise in law,
the heretical Fraticelli were suppressed and the “Spirituals” were freed from
interference in their stricter observance.

John of Capistrano helped bring about a brief reunion with the Greek and Armenian
Churches.

When the Turks captured Constantinople in 1453, John was commissioned to
preach a crusade for the defense of Europe. Gaining little response in Bavaria and
Austria, he decided to concentrate his efforts in Hungary. He led the army to
Belgrade. Under the great General John Hunyadi, they gained an overwhelming
victory, and the siege of Belgrade was lifted. Worn out by his superhuman efforts,
Capistrano was an easy prey to an infection after the battle. He died on October
23, 1456.

Source: fransicanmedia.org
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