Parish Office Communication

October 5, 2020

Good Monday Morning,

1. Today's Readings: https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100520.cfm

2. The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus: Today we celebrate a relatively modern saint
(1900's). St Faustina is known as the "Apostle of Divine Mercy". Our Lord used this
humble nun to write a diary of the revelations that He gave her and to have an image
painted. We have a copy of that image in our church and spend every Sunday during
the 3:00 hour praying the Divine Mercy chaplet along with other prayers. All are invited!
We also have 3 copies of her Diary in our parish library (yes, we do have a lending
library in the church office, open during regular business hours).

In Stockbridge, MA, the Marians of the Immaculate Conception order of priests host the
National Shrine of Divine Mercy. You can learn more
at: https://www.shrineofdivinemercy.org/

3. Quote(s) of the Day: From St. Faustina's diary....

a. il wil |l not allow myself to be so absorbed i

God. I will spend all my free moments at the feet of the Master hidden in the Blessed
Sacr am@h paged2)

b. AHe who knows how to forgive prepahksoftenf or hi

as | | ook upon the cross, so @90tpage l17®)i | |
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c. AWhen | see that the ngthtfdderohconsiderdr anglyeaitbr my st r

probe into it, but I run like a child to the Heart of Jesus and say only one word to Him:

AYou can do all things. o6 And then | keep

intervene in the matter, and as for me, instead of tormenting myself, | use that time to
l ove Him. o0 (1033, page 392)
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d AEveryone in the world can belong to this gr

perform at least one act of mercy per day; at least one, but there can be many more, for
such deeds can easily be carried out by anyone, even the very poorest. For there are
three ways of performing an act of mercy: the merciful word, by forgiving, and by
comforting; secondly, if you can offer no word, then pray-that too is mercy; and thirdly,
deeds of mercy. And when the Last Day comes, we shall be judged from this, and on
this basis we shall r ec elilb8,gage #2¢) et er nal

0 Diary of St. Faustina Kowalska
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Jesus, | trust in you! Have mercy on us!ds &

Linda McCormick

St. Joseph Catholic Church & School
1200 Cornelia Road

Anderson, SC 29621

Phone: (864) 225-5341, ext. 102
Fax:  (864) 225-6432
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The Biography of St. Maria Faustina
(August 25, 1905 — October 5, 1938)

Savinet Maaviaa
Feoacaslanran

An excerpt from Apostle of Divine Mercy, a biography published by the Vatican.

Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, an apostle of Divine Mercy, belongs today to the
group of the most popular and well-known saints of the Church.

O my Jesus, each of Your saints reflects one of Your virtues; | desire to reflect Your
compassionate heart, full of mercy; | want to glorify it. Let Your mercy, O Jesus,
be impressed upon my heart and soul like a seal, and this will be my badge in this
and the future life. (Diary, 1242)

Through her, the Lord Jesus communicates to the world the great message of God's
mercy and reveals the pattern of Christian perfection based on trust in God and on
the attitude of mercy toward one's neighbors.

Sister Faustina was born on August 25, 1905 in Glogowiec, Poland of a poor and
religious family of peasants, the third of 10 children. She was baptized with the
name Helena in the parish church of Swinice Warckie. From a very tender age she
stood out because of her love of prayer, work, obedience, and also her sensitivity
to the poor. At the age of seven she had already felt the first stirrings of a religious
vocation. Helen made her first Holy Communion at the age of nine, which was very
profound moment in her awareness of the presence of the Divine Guest within her
soul. She attended school for three years. After finishing school, she wanted to
enter the convent, but her parents would not give her permission. Being of age
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at 16, Helen left home and went to work as a housekeeper in Aleksandréw, Lodi,
and Ostréwek in order to find the means of supporting herself and of helping her
parents.

Helen joins Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy

Helen never lost her desire for a religious vocation. After being called during a vision
of the Suffering Christ, she entered the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of
Mercy on August 1, 1925, and took the name Sr. Maria Faustina of the Most
Blessed Sacrament. She lived in the Congregation for thirteen years in several
religious houses. She spent time at Krakow, Plock and Vilnius, where she worked as
a cook, gardener, and porter.

Externally nothing revealed her rich mystical interior life. She zealously performed
her tasks and faithfully observed the rule of religious life. She was recollected and
at the same time very natural, serene, and full of kindness and disinterested love
for her neighbor. Although her life was apparently insignificant, monotonous and
dull, she hid within herself an extraordinary union with God.

It is the mystery of the Mercy of God which she contemplated in the word of God
as well as in the everyday activities of her life that forms the basis of her spirituality.
The process of contemplating and getting to know the mystery of God's mercy
helped develop within Sr. Maria Faustina the attitude of child-like trust in God as
well as mercy toward her neighbors.

Sister Faustina was a faithful daughter of the Church which she loved like a Mother
and the Mystical Body of Jesus Christ. Conscious of her role in the Church, she
cooperated with God's mercy in the task of saving lost souls. At the specific request
of and following the example of the Lord Jesus, she made a sacrifice of her own life
for this very goal. In her spiritual life she also distinguished herself with a love of
the Eucharist and a deep devotion to the Mother of Mercy.

The Secretary of God's Mercy

The Lord Jesus chose Sr. Maria Faustina as the Apostle and "Secretary” of His
Mercy, so that she could tell the world about His great message, which Sr. Faustina
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